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Dear --,

I write in order to express my deep concern about the ongoing violation of the right of Palestinian students living in the Gaza Strip to travel to the West Bank to participate in academic study programs to which they have been accepted. I hope you will consider making this issue a priority of our foreign policy vis-à-vis Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory.

Since 2000, applications by students from Gaza to travel to the West Bank in order to pursue higher education have been universally rejected as a matter of policy, without individualized security checks of each application. 
Students in the West Bank have access to almost double the number of universities and lecturers compared to those available to students in the Strip. Academic programs that do not exist in Gaza include dentistry, occupational therapy, medical engineering, veterinary medicine, environmental studies, democracy and human rights, and advanced degrees in a wide range of fields, including doctorates in chemistry.

In the summer of 2007, following a petition filed by Gisha to the High Court of Justice on behalf of 10 occupational therapy students, the Court suggested that the army should devise a mechanism "that will deal with cases, in which positive humanitarian implications are known, on an individual basis". Despite the Court's suggestion, to the best of my knowledge, not one student from Gaza has been allowed to travel to the West Bank to study. 
The ban preventing travel of students to the West Bank thwarts the worthy aspirations of talented young people and impedes the development of both a flourishing academic community and a prosperous civil society in Gaza. Moreover, the ban creates a shortage of essential services in Gaza, especially in the fields of medical and mental health services. 
I call on you to urge your Israeli counterparts to revoke the sweeping ban preventing students from the Gaza Strip from studying in the West Bank, and instead investigate each student's application on an individualized basis. Respecting the right of students from Gaza to freedom of movement will lay a foundation for a brighter future for Palestinians and Israelis, a future based on mutual respect and the safeguarding of human rights.
Sincerely,

[signature]

List of Foreign Ministry Contacts

Find your minister. Send a letter asking him or her to prioritize the right to freedom of movement for Gaza's students seeking to study in the West Bank in your country's policy vis-à-vis Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

If your country is not listed, see this site for a list of foreign ministry websites around the world: http://www.usip.org/resources/foreign-affairs-ministries-web. Alternately, please send a letter to your elected representatives. 
United States

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton

U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520

Tel: 202-647-4000 
Email via website: http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
Canada

Hon. Lawrence Cannon

Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada
125 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, ON, Canada
K1A 0G2

Tel: 1-800-267-8376 

Fax: 613-996-9709

Email: Cannon.L@parl.gc.ca
Australia

Hon. Stephen Smith, MP

Parliament House Contact

PO Box 6022
House of Representatives

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Tel. (02) 6277 7500

Fax: (02) 6273 4112

Email: Stephen.Smith.MP@aph.gov.au 

Norway 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Jonas Gahr Støre

PO Box 8114 Dep. 
N-0032 Oslo
Norway
Tel:  + 47 22 24 30 00  

Fax:  +47 22 24 95 80/81 
Email:  post@mfa.no 

Or via website: http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud/about_mfa/contact/contactmfa.html?id=437541
Switzerland 

Micheline Calmy-Rey

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
Parliament Building West
CH-3003 Bern 
Tel. +41 31 322 21 11 
Fax +41 31 324 90 47

Email: info@eda.admin.ch or via http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/head.html
European Union

High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President Catherine Ashton

Tel: + (32) 2 2988590
Email: Catherine.Ashton@ec.europa.eu 

EU Member States

Austria 

Dr. Michael Spindelegger

Federal Ministry for European
and International Affairs
Minoritenplatz 8
A-1014 Vienna

Tel: +43 50 11 50-0 

Fax: +43 50 11 59-0

Email via website: http://www.aussenministerium.at/view.php3?f_id=1438&LNG=en&version=



Belgium 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Steven Vanackere

Karmelietenstraat 15
B-1000 Brussels
Tel: +32 (0)2.501.85.91

Fax: +32 (0)2.511.63.85

Email: kab.bz@diplobel.fed.be
Cyprus 

Foreign Minister Markos Kyprianou

Presidential Palace Avenue
1447, Nicosia
Cyprus

Tel: +357 22 401000
Fax: +357 22 661881
Email: minforeign1@mfa.gov.cy
  

Czech Republic 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Jan Kohout

Czernin Palace 
Ministerstvo zahraničních věcí 
Loretánské náměstí 5 
118 00 Praha 1, Czech Republic 

Tel: +420 224 181 111 
Email: podatelna@mzv.cz 
  

Denmark 

Foreign Minister Lene Espersen

Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Asiatisk Plads 2
DK 1448 Copenhagen K

Tel. +45 33 92 00 00 

Fax +45 32 54 05 33

Email:  udenrigsministeren@um.dk 

Estonia 

Foreign Minister Urmas Paet

Islandi väljak 1 

15049 Tallinn   

Tel: +372 6 377 092 

Fax: +372 6 377 099

Email: vminfo@vm.ee
Finland 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Alexander Stubb
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

P.O. Box 412 

00023 Government, Finland

Tel. +358-9-1605 5001
Fax. +358-9-1605 5002

Email: umi@formin.fi

  

France 

Mr. Bernard Kouchner, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs

37, Quai d’Orsay - 75351 Paris
Tel: 01 43 17 53 53

Email via website: http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/courrier/default.asp?lang=gb
   

Germany 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Guido Westerwelle

Auswärtiges Amt
Werderscher Markt 1, 11013 Berlin

Tel: +49-30-5000-0

Email via website: http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/diplo/en/Infoservice/service/AllgemeinesKontaktformular.jsp
Hungary 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Péter Balázs

Bem rkp. 47. 
1027 Budapest

Tel:  (36-1) 458-1000  
Fax:  (36-1) 212-5918 

Email: iroda.konz@kum.hu  
Ireland 

Minister Micheál Martin T.D

Department of Foreign Affairs
80 St Stephen's Green
Dublin 2

Tel: + 353 1 478 0822

Fax: + 353 1 408 2400

Email via website: http://foreignaffairs.gov.ie/home/index.aspx?id=82777 

  

Italy 

Foreign Minister Franco Frattini

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Piazzale della Farnesina, 1
00135 Rome

Tel: +39 06.36911

Fax: +39 06.3236210

Email: gabinetto@cert.esteri.it or via website: http://www.esteri.it/MAE/EN/Ministero/Contatti/
Latvia 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Aivis Ronis

K.Valdemara Street 3

Riga LV-1395

Tel: (+371) 67016201

Fax: (+371) 67828121

Email: mfa.cha@mfa.gov.lv 

Lithuania 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Audronius Ažubalis

J. Tumo-Vaižganto str. 2 

LT-01511 Vilnius

Tel. +370 5 2362444 

Fax +370 5 2313090

Email: urm@urm.lt or Audronius.Azubalis@urm.lt
Luxembourg 

Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Immigration Jean Asselborn

Hôtel Saint Maximin
5, rue Notre-Dame
L-2240 Luxembourg
Tel: +352-24782478

Fax: +352-223144

E-mail: info@sip.etat.lu or via website: http://www.mae.lu/en/Outils/Pages-specifiques/Contact
  

Malta 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Tonio Borg

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Palazzo Parisio
Merchant Street
Valletta
Malta, VLT 1171
Tel: +356-2124 2191

Fax: +356-2123 6604

Email: info.mfa@gov.mt
  

The Netherlands 

Foreign Minister Maxime Verhagen

PO Box 20061, 2500 EB 

The Hague

Tel: +31 70 3486486 

Fax: + 31 70 3484848 

Email via website:

http://www.minbuza.nl/en/The_Ministry/Contact_the_Ministry/Contact_us
Poland 

Minister Radosław Sikorski

Al. J. Ch. Szucha 23 

00-580 Warsaw
Tel.: +48 22 523 9583  
Fax: +48 22 628 7819

Email: DABW.Sekretariat@msz.gov.pl
Portugal 

Minister of State and for Foreign Affairs Luís Filipe Marques Amado
Palácio das Necessidades
Largo do Rilvas 

1399-030 Lisboa

Tel: +351-213 946 000 

Fax: +351-213 946 070 

Email: ministro@mne.gov.pt
  
Slovak Republic 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Miroslav Lajčák

Hlboká cesta 2
833 36 Bratislava 37
Slovak Republic

Phone: +421-2 5978 3002

Fax: +421 2 5978 3009

Email kami@mzv.sk
  

Slovenia 

Minister Samuel Žbogar

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia 

Prešernova cesta 25 

SI-1001 Ljubljana 

P.P. 481 

Tel: +386 1 478 22 31

Fax: +386 1 478 21 70

Email: Samuel.Zbogar@gov.si
   

Spain 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Miguel Ángel Moratinos 

Plaza de la Provincia, 1 

28012 Madrid


Tel: 91 379 97 00 
Contact via website: http://www.maec.es/en/MenuPpal/Ministerio/Direccionestelefonos/Paginas/Direcciones%20y%20Telfonos.aspx
Sweden 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Carl Bildt

Gustav Adolfs torg 1
SE-103 39 Stockholm
Tel: +46 8 405 10 00
Fax: +46 8 723 11 76

Email via website:

http://www.sweden.gov.se/pub/road/Classic/article/117/jsp/Render.jsp?a=11677&m=popup&l=en 

United Kingdom 

Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Rt Hon William Hague MP 

King Charles Street
London
SW1A 2AH
Tel: 020 7008 1500

Email via website: http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/ministerial-feedback-form 

